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A Special
Tercentennial Invitation
by H. Dwight Page

Ir is with great joy that I, Dr. Dwight Page, Editor of the Swiss American
Historical Society Review and a native of Laurinburg, North Carolina,
invite you all to a very special meeting of the Swiss American Historical
Society in New Bern, North Carolina, on Saturday, December 11, 2010,
in honor of the Tercentenary of New Bern.
Later in the year, you will all receive a special mailing from
Dr. Heinz Bachmann, President of the Swiss American Historical
Society, inviting you to this event and providing you with details
concerning registration and lodging in the New Bern Convention
Center hotels.
However, because of the great distance many will travel in order
to attend this event, we felt that it would be advisable to provide you
even now with information which will assist you to plan a fine and
unforgettable holiday based around this special New Bern meeting.
First, please bear in mind the following schedule of events before
making your decision concerning your attendance of this special
meeting.
On Saturday, December 11, 2010, the Swiss American Historical
Society will host a Tercentennial Special International Meeting whose
purpose will be to bring together the far flung family of the Swiss
American Historical Society and also to attract new members to the
Society. This special meeting will be an official event cosponsored by
the New Bern, North Carolina Tercentennial Commission. This event
will take place in the recently constructed North Carolina History
Center, located in the heart of the historic district of New Bern. The
meeting will include a social hour to give our members and guests
from around the world the opportunity to get to know one another, a
luncheon, an afternoon symposium with two guest speakers and will
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conclude with a tour of the Old Bern-New Bern Exhibit also housed in
the North Carolina History Center.
Later that same evening, Saturday, December 11, 2010, will occur
the annual holiday illumination of the exquisite Tryon Palace, next
door to our afternoon meeting place. This tour of the Palace will be
accompanied by musicians, actors and hawkers in eighteenth century
period dress as well as the famed African dance company of New Bern
who will entertain you in the streets of the historic district immediately
adjoining the Palace. Finally, the evening of Saturday, December
11, 2010 will culminate with a spectacular display of fireworks over
the lawn of Tryon Palace, which you will enjoy in the company of
thousands of merry makers.
The next day, Sunday, December 12, 2010, will occur the annual
holiday tour of the historic homes of New Bern. In making your
decision whether or not to attend this event, please remember that
New Bern has one of the world's finest collections of Georgian and
Federalist mansions. Indeed, to tour the historic district of New Bern is
to examine all the main periods of American architecture and interior
decoration since the Georgian Colonial period.
Later that evening, Sunday, December 12,2010, the North Carolina
Symphony Orchestra will present a major holiday concert at the New
Bern Convention Center, which will showcase a large repertoire of
classical music.
All these holiday events will take place within easy walking
distance of the New Bern Convention Center hotels, where our group
will be housed. Plus, there is ample parking space in the historic
district itself for those who prefer to drive. Several members of the
Swiss American Historical Society will also provide free chauffeur
service throughout the day. With the large number of interesting things
to see and do in New Bern during the weekend of December 10-12,
2010, we urge you to consider spending a minimum of three days in
the New Bern area, arriving on Thursday evening and departing on
Monday morning. New Bern does have a fine airport with connections
to all international locations.
In addition, New Bern is located within a convenient three hour
drive of some of the most interesting and famous historic sites and resorts
in America: Williamsburg, Virginia; Pinehurst, North Carolina,with
its world renowned golf courses; Myrtle Beach, South Carolina and
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the Grand Strand with equally fine golf courses; Calabash, North
Carolina, with its hundred seafood restaurants; historic Georgetown,
South Carolina; and nearby Brookgreen Gardens Sculpture Park; and
Charleston, South Carolina, with its large array of historic homes and
museums. Therefore, you might wish to combine your attendance at our
meeting with a more extended family vacation in Virginia, the Carolinas,
Georgia or even Florida. New Bern is the perfect and traditional place
to stop over when travelling to any of these destinations. Indeed, the
date of December 11, 2010, was chosen for our meeting precisely in
order to make your holiday vacation as convenient and satisfying as
possible. All members of the Swiss American Historical Society, your
friends, colleagues and relatives are welcome to join us at the New
Bern meeting. However, because of the various academic presentations
during this meeting, the afternoon sessions would not be suitable for
children under the age of twelve. These younger children are most
welcome to attend the morning address, reception and luncheon;
however, during the afternoon academic presentations, it would be
best to find alternative excursions and activities for them. Parents and
grandparents should consider the great educational benefits of this
trip to New Bern and make arrangements with the principals of their
children's schools to excuse them from classes so that they can attend
this historic and memorable meeting. Since the meeting has been
scheduled just before the Christmas academic break, it will be easy to
persuade teachers and principals and deans to excuse high school and
college students from class.
In order to make your trip as enjoyable as possible, we suggest
the following three itineraries for those who wish to include this New
Bern meeting in a family driving holiday. (Should you prefer to fly
directly, you should be aware that New Bern does have a fine airport
with convenient connections through Raleigh-Durham, Charlotte and
Atlanta to all global destinations.)
For those driving to New Bern from the Northeast, take Interstate
95 South to the Washington, D. C. area, then take Interstate 66 West
to Middleburg, Virginia and overnight at the Red Fox Inn, one of the
oldest and most historic inns of Virginia and a favorite inn of George
and Martha Washington and John and Jacqueline Kennedy. The next
morning take Interstate 66 East back to the intersection with Interstate
95 and travel south on Interstate 95 to the exit, near Petersburg,
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Virginia, for the Stately Plantations of Virginia, such as Carter's Grove
and Berkeley, and then visit nearby Jamestown and Williamsburg. Next
continue on south through historic Edenton and Bath, North Carolina to
New Bern. In Bath make sure that you visit the town's historic district.
This is the oldest town in North Carolina. You should also view the
famed eternal magic horse tracks near Bath, a scientific phenomenon
of world renown. (You might possibly wish to extend this vacation
southward to Florida, an ideal destination during the winter season in
December.)
For those driving from the Midwest, take Interstate 65 to
Nashville, Tennessee, or fly to Nashville, first visiting the Parthenon
and the Hermitage, former home of President Andrew Jackson. Then
drive east on Interstate-40 to the exit for Walland and Townsend,
Tennessee at the entrance to the Great Smoky Mountains National
Park, drive just past the sign for the Foothills Parkway on State Road
321, turn right on Miller's Cove Road and stay over at Blackberry
Farms, America's finest and most scenic country resort. In addition,
you might wish to overnight in nearby Gatlinburg, one of the nation's
most popular vacation destinations, visiting the amazing Aquarium
and many shops and overnighting either at Brookside Resort or
the Sidney James Mountain Lodge; should you decide to spend the
night at either of these two Gatlinburg hotels, make sure that you
request a room with a fireplace and a view overlooking the babbling
mountain streams. A third option would be to drive directly through
the mountains on Interstate-40 to Asheville, North Carolina and visit
the Biltmore House, America's most beautiful private stately castle,
copied after the Chateau of Blois in France, containing more than
4,000 years of Greek, Roman and European art and architecture and
superbly decorated for the holidays. Stay over at Asheville's Grove
Park Inn, with one of the world's finest hotel spas. From there drive
south on Interstate 26, stopping at Flat Rock, North Carolina, for a
delightful performance at the North Carolina State Theatre. Then
drive to Charlotte, North Carolina and stay at the Charlotte Marriott
Downtown Center Hotel, at Tryon and Trade Streets, with its luxurious
white marble lobby decorated with thousands of crimson poinsettias.
Make sure that you request a room with use of the concierge executive
lounge, which commands spectacular views of Charlotte and offers a
superb executive breakfast, as well as early evening beverages, hors
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d'oeuvres and cakes. Just across the street you will discover a variety
of superb indoor mall shops and also the Charlotte Blumenthal Center
for the Performing Arts. In addition, you might want to consider a night
at the nearby historic Davidson College Carnegie Guest House, with
tastefully appointed rooms embellished with paintings representing
five hundred years of European and American art.
Next travel north on Interstate 85 to Chapel Hill, North Carolina
and overnight at the legendary Carolina Inn at the heart of the campus
of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. While in Chapel
Hill, be sure to visit the world renowned Morehead Planetarium. From
Chapel Hill, drive east on State Highway 70 East to New Bern.
The last recommended itinerary is suitable for those who wish
to fly into Atlanta and then drive the remainder of the distance to New
Bern by car. Upon arrival at the Atlanta Airport, drive either to the Ritz
Carleton Hotel or the Hilton Hotel on Peachtree Street in downtown
Atlanta or to the nearby, more moderate Downtown Atlanta Day's Inn,
located on Baker Street. You will be glad that you made the decision to
choose this particular itinerary when you see Atlanta in its Christmas
glory. Visit Stone Mountain with its famous glass shops, the vast Lenox
Square Shopping Mall, the Highland Museum of Art, the CNN Global
Communications Center where you can actually tour the studios, the
new Atlanta Aquarium, the Margaret Mitchell House, the extremely
historic nearby Jonesboro, Georgia, and take in a performance of The
Nutcracker Suite at the fabled Fox Theatre, one of the world's most
inspirational and beautiful Christmas delights. You might also want to
continue an evening excursion to Callaway Gardens south of Atlanta,
boasting the world's most extensive and beautiful collection of holiday
secular and religious illuminations, in a natural forest setting and
viewed from the comfort of your car.
After your stay in Atlanta drive east on Interstate-85 toward
Charlotte, North Carolina, stopping just past the North Carolina state
line at the King's Mountain Revolutionary War Historic Park. Overnight
in Charlotte at the fabulous Charlotte downtown Center Marriott Hotel,
at Trade and Tryon Streets, with its luxurious white marble lobby
decorated with thousands of crimson poinsettias. Make sure that you
request the use of the executive concierge lounge, which commands
spectacular views of Charlotte and offers a superb executive breakfast
and early evening beverages, hors d'oeuvres and cakes. Just across the
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street you will discover a variety of superb indoor mall shops and also
the Charlotte Blumenthal Center for the Performing Arts. In addition,
you might want to consider a night at the nearby historic Davidson
College Carnegie Guest House, with its tastefully appointed rooms
embellished with paintings representing five hundred years of European
and American art.
Next travel north on Interstate 85 to Chapel Hill, North Carolina
and overnight at the legendary Carolina Inn, located at the heart of the
campus of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. While in
Chapel Hill, be sure to visit the world renowned Morehead Planetarium.
From Chapel Hill, drive east on State Highway 70 East to New Bern.
This special meeting of the Swiss American Historical Society
provides you and your family with a unique and wonderful opportunity
to spend a long holiday in the American South. The weather is mild and
fine in the Carolinas in December, and many of you will probably wish
to return for a second visit and rent beach time-share condominiums
at Nags Head or Myrtle Beach or even purchase a summer home in
the New Bern area. Because of the region's perfect climate and its
hospitable population, most people who visit the Carolinas do come
back for a second visit, and many even decide to buy vacation homes
there. You will find that the Carolinas are very close to the earthly
paradise described by John Lawson in his famous early eighteenth
century book.
If you do decide to build a family vacation around this special
meeting, please be advised that you should make reservations at
least four months in advance for flights, events and hotels. I am sure
that many of you have wished for years to visit Florida during the
mild and exciting winter season. The special meeting of the Swiss
American Historical Society on December 11, 2010 gives you the
perfect opportunity to make this dream holiday come true; New Bern
for centuries has been the traditional stopover for travelers travelling
south for the winter to Florida.
Please discuss this excellent event with your family and friends
as soon as possible and begin planning your holiday in North Carolina
and the South. Again, Dr. Heinz Bachmann, President of the Swiss
American Historical Society, will send you a formal invitation to the
event later in the summer or fall. We shall make arrangements for your
lodging in New Bern itself, so please wait until you receive the mailing
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from Dr. Bachmann in order to take advantage of the group rate at
our New Bern convention hotel; however, if you wish to extend your
vacation in the region, it would be your own responsibility to make
those additional travel arrangements and reservations in other cities and
resorts. We have given you suggested itineraries. However, you need to
consult the appropriate websites in order to find the exact information
you will need in order to make reservations in those locations.
Let me conclude by saying that I so look forward to greeting and
meeting you all at this special holiday meeting of the Swiss American
Historical Society in New Bern, North Carolina, on Saturday,
December 11, 2010. You will all receive a formal invitation from Dr.
Heinz Bachmann, President of the Swiss American Historical Society,
containing all details about the schedule and lodging, sometime this
summer or fall.
With best regards to you all and best wishes for a happy new year,
I remain
Dwight Page, Editor
Swiss American Historical Society Review

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

7

